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Black Vote Is Critical
To Mid-Term Election

OCTOBER 21 - OCTOBER 27, 2010

Save-A-Lot
Celebrates Opening

L-R, Mayor Foster, Calvin Goodwin and Gerard Irwin

Publishers
Note:
The
president and the first lady have
phoned in to black radio shows,
met privately with AfricanAmerican newspaper columnists
and bloggers as well as appeared
before black audiences in an effort
to drive home the president’s key
message: “…Voter turnout is
going to be critical. Our numbers
and our ability to organize grassroots has to counteract those
millions of dollars that are coming
in trying to take this election.”
BY DAVID ROYSE
THE NEWS SERVICE
OF FLORIDA

Save-A-Lot staff celebrates the opening

ST. PETERSBURG – SaveA-Lot, one of the nation’s
leading hard discount, limited
assortment grocery chains and a
division of SUPERVALU
(NYSE: SVU), has extended its
commitment to bringing fresh
produce, dairy and meat to
neighborhoods in need of a full
grocery store with the opening
of its new store in St. Petersburg
located at 2800 34th Street
North.
In honor of the new stores
and to demonstrate the
company’s commitment as a
community partner in St.
and
Tampa
Petersburg,
Gulfport,
Save-A-Lot
is
donating $5,000 in gift cards to
Feeding America Tampa Bay,
which provides food, grocery
and household products to

families in need in St.
Petersburg and Gulfport and
throughout the greater metropolitan area.
“Times are tough for many
families in our community as
they face issues like unemployment and decreased income,”
said Pat Rogers, executive
director of Feeding America
Tampa Bay. “We are grateful
for this generous donation from
Save-A-Lot Food Stores that
will provide 20,000 meals to
families in need in St.
Petersburg and the greater metropolitan area.”
This store opening is part of
the company’s overall growth
initiative, which includes a plan
to double the number of U.S.
stores to 2,400 over the next five
years.

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

THE STATE CAPITAL,
TALLAHASSEE - A poll
released Monday evening as
voters finished the first day of
voting in Florida showed
Democrat Alex Sink with a small
lead over Republican Rick Scott
with 13 percent of voters saying
they’re still undecided in the
governor’s race.
The statewide survey of 500
Florida likely voters conducted
Oct.14-17 by Massachusettsbased Suffolk University shows
Sink with 45 percent of the vote
to 38 percent for Scott. The
margin of error is plus or minus
4.4 percent.
When asked which candidate
for governor has run a more
negative campaign, 42 percent of
respondents said Scott, 23
percent said Sink, and 35 percent
remained undecided.
Suffolk also polled the U.S.
Senate race and found Republican
Marco Rubio up 39 percent to 31
percent for independent candidate
Charlie Crist, with Democrat
Kendrick Meek polling 22

Democrat Alex Sink

Independent Charlie Crist

percent. Libertarian Alexander
Snitker gets 2 percent. Only 6
percent of voters say they’re still
undecided in that race.
“Florida may be deploying
one party to Washington and
another party to Tallahassee,”
said David Paleologos, director
of the Suffolk University
Political Research Center, in
Boston. “Rubio’s biggest ally in
the U.S. Senate race is his
Democratic opponent who is preventing Independent Crist from
overtaking Rubio. In the
governor’s race Democrat Alex

Republican Rick Scott

Democrat Kendrick Meek

Sink’s biggest ally is her
opponent’s negative ads against
her. They are turning voters off
and turning voters away from
Republican Scott.”
When Meek voters were
asked who would be their second
choice if it was apparent Meek
could not win, 56 percent of
Meek voters chose Crist while
only 8 percent would vote for
Rubio. More than one in four —
26 percent – remain undecided. If
Meek dropped out of the race,
Rubio’s lead would be cut to 5
percent with 20 percent

Republican Marco Rubio

undecided, Paleologos said.
The poll also found 52
percent of Florida voters disapproving of Barack Obama, and
58 percent saying the country is
heading in the wrong direction.
Nearly 90 percent of respondents
said they don’t think the
recession is over in Florida.
Suffolk also polled the
attorney
general’s
race.
Republican Pam Bondi leads
Democrat Dan Gelber 38 percent
to 30 percent in its measurement
of that contest, with independent
Jim Lewis getting 7 percent.

Clinton Appears With Meek At USF
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BY ERSULA ODOM
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG - US
Senate candidate Kendrick
Meek scored a major hit on
Tuesday with the endorsement
of former president Bill Clinton.
Before a standing room only
crowd at USF St Petersburg
campus, President Clinton
delivered an unwavering supportive speech highlighting why
Floridians had only one choice
if they wanted to get the right
player for the job.
With a great deal of focus
given to the importance of
education, the Mt. Zion
Progressive Missionary Baptist
Church Community Drumline
and Color Guard greeted
everyone with a superb performance. “That’s a church I
would want to go to.” Said some
surprised person about such a

musical group from a church.
One would have thought them
to be a high school or college
band by sound. Their youthful
faces gave them away. Some
were too young to be in high
school.
Congresswoman Arthenia
Joyner reminded attendees that
“When
Democrats
vote,
Democrats win.” She backed
this chant up by stating
Democrats have six hundred
thousand more registered voters
than any other party in the state.
Representative
Kathy
Castor, “How many of you have
already voted?” March there
today. A supportive person
shouted “We will march
tomorrow, the sixth month
anniversary of the oil spill.”
Senator Bill Nelson started
with, “As long as I am senator,
there’s not going to be any oil
drilling of the coast of Florida.
We need the help of a colleague

Former President Bill Clinton speaks in support of Meek

that is consistent in keeping
drilling away from Florida.”
Nelson proceeded to highlight
two events as “the measure of
the man”, Meek’s aggressive
leadership and pursuit of fair
university admission practices
and challenging a governor who
disrespected two representa-

tives of a huge Florida contingency; and Meek’s ten year
fight to reduce class sizes from
the 40-50 student classes most
common.

MEEK

continued on pg. 7
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A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

Between the
proliferation
of
cyberbullying that has been
dominating the headlines and
the inappropriate communications that cell phones enable
between teens, she believes it’s
time for parents to set up new
rules for their teens regarding
the technology that has
become an intractable part of
their lives.
“The common joke with
teens is that they’re all developing oversized thumbs from
all the texting they do on their
cell phones,” said Ream, a
former educator and author of
YNK — You Never Know
(www.reamink.com), a book
about the pitfalls of technology
aimed at today’s teens. “The
truth is that technology has
moved faster than parents’
ability to keep up with it. Only
five years ago, it was not
terribly common for teens to
have their own cell phones.
Today, most kids use them,
and the only rules they get

unbelievable, but it’s proliferated so quickly, we haven’t had
the time to take a moment to
respond. We need to stop and
try to calculate the ramifications of having that technology, and it goes beyond
worrying about making sure
our hair looks neat before we
answer the phone.
B is for Beware — When
we were kids, bullying was
restricted to the schoolyard,
and when we were home or
with our friends, we were safe
from it. Today, cell phones
enable bullying 24/7, and the
implications are far-reaching.
Cyberbullying
has
been
blamed in the suicide deaths of
teenagers all over the country,
so parents need to provide
proper guidance for their kids
so that they don’t wind up as
either the bully or the bullied.
C is for Care — Kids need
to be taught to place a higher
value on their friendships and
acquaintances. Internet sites
like Facebook have taught kids
that making a friend is as easy
as clicking “yes” to accept a
friend request, and that ending
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What Are The New Rules For Teen Texting?
from their parents concern not
texting over their cell plan’s
limits. Kids need more. Parents
need to be able to explain to
them the complexities of how
this technology can affect their
lives, and how to prevent the
negative
phenomenon
of
cyberbullying and more.”
Ream thinks it’s time to get
back to basics with regard to
teens and cell phones. As a
result, she has written a new
set of rules — a new ABCs —
for parents of teens with cell
phones:
A is for Acknowledge —
Parents need to acknowledge
and accept that technology is
here to stay, and it will likely
move faster than they can keep
up with it. In the science
fiction of the 70s and 80s, we
all marveled at the videophone, which was a staple of
the medium, thinking we’d
never live long enough to see
it. Today, the Apple IPhone has
a videophone function that not
only makes it real, but allows
us to hold it in the palm of our
hand and take it anywhere we
go. In context, that should be
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Address: _________________________________________________

OPINION
BY JACQUIE
REAM
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a friendship is even easier —
just click on “block,” and that
person’s out of your life. If the
technology that is a part of
their daily lives is teaching
them that’s all there is to true
friendship, then parents need
to step up through guidance
and example to show them that
technology should not be the
tail that wags the dog of our
lives. We should use that technology to represent our values,
and not allow the technology
to determine what they are.
“Parents need to take an
active role in preventing
bullying from becoming a part
of their children’s lives,” Ream
added. “We cannot sit back and
blame technology for the crisis
facing
our
kids
today.
Technology is a tool. There is a
human hand and a human mind
behind every vicious text
message and every texted
threat. We need to bring our
children a sense of basic core
values about their relationships
so that they don’t fall down the
slippery slope that cell phones
and the Internet is paving for
them.”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Cease Public Defender Fees

MATHIS’ MIND
BY JUDGE GREG MATHIS
NNPA COLUMNIST

Even if you’ve never
encountered the criminal justice
system,
you’re
probably
familiar with the phrase “You
have the right to speak to an
attorney. If you cannot afford
an attorney, one will be
appointed to you.” What you
may not know is that, in many
states, defendants are being
charged for that court appointed
attorney. This increasing trend
is leading many poor defendants
to waive their legal right to representation
and,
instead,
represent themselves.
A report released by the
New York University School of
Law’s Brennan Center for
Justice found that 13 of the 15

states with the largest prison
populations charged some sort
of fee to defendants in need of a
lawyer. These charges include
application fees and can add up
to more than $1000. The study
found that in Michigan, many
individuals facing misdemeanor
charges decided 95 percent of
the time to waive their right to
an attorney because they
couldn’t afford the fees.
It’s no surprise that this is
common practice in states with
large prison populations. With
defendants representing themselves and going up against
trained prosecutors, the chances
of a conviction are much higher.
This could lead to unlawful convictions and overcrowded
prison populations.
In an ideal world, anyone
accused of a crime would have

the means to pay for an attorney.
Unfortunately, most of those
arrested come from poor communities and don’t have the
money – even $1000 – to pay
for legal counsel. Charging for
that service, in effect, denies
them a basic right to representation.
Most of us believe that, on
many levels, the criminal justice
system is unfairly stacked
against poor individuals. This
trend of charging defendants for
legal services does nothing to
challenge those beliefs. States
must discontinue this practice
and find another way to
generate revenue. By charging
for public defenders, the system
is building yet another pipeline
that directs individuals toward
prison.

SPHA Central Office
Moved To Baker Building

ST. PETERSBURG – The St.
Petersburg Housing Authority’s
(SPHA) central office has moved
to the Baker building in the
Baypoint Commerce Center,
located at 888 Executive Center
Drive West, Suite 100, in St.
Petersburg.
Since August 2009, SPHA’s
staff has operated from the first
floor of the Rogall building in
downtown St. Petersburg. The
sale of the Graham and Rogall
buildings is scheduled to close in
early November. SPHA staff is
relocating to temporary, leased
office space in the Baker building,
while a permanent office facility

is being constructed in the nearby
Gateway Business Park.
SPHA’s Chief Executive
Officer Darrell Irions said, “The
housing authority continues to
work towards deconcentrating
areas of poverty per U.S.
Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD)
requirements and expanding the
availability of affordable housing
in SPHA’s jurisdiction, which
includes the city of St. Petersburg
and a 10-mile radius outside of the
city. The strategy of moving our
headquarters presents an opportunity for families living in areas of
concentrated poverty to get com-

fortable exploring business and
housing options in other parts of
the city.”
The construction of SPHA’s
permanent central office facility
will be publicly bid, and housing
authority management hopes that
it will be built by fall 2011. None
of the proceeds from the sale of
the Graham and Rogall buildings
will be spent on the central office.
SPHA’s main mailing address
is P.O. Box 12849, St. Petersburg,
FL 33733.
The
housing
authority’s main phone number is
727-323-3171, and the fax
number is 727-328-6699.

Goodwill Names Graduate,
Achiever And
Employer Of The Year

ST.
PETERSBURG
Goodwill Industries-Suncoast,
Inc. will honor its Achiever,
Graduate and Employer of the
Year on Friday, Oct. 15, during
the 56th Annual Awards
luncheon at the Hilton St.
Petersburg in Carillon Park. The
awards honor two individuals
who have overcome daunting
challenges to become self-sufficient and a regional employer
that has fostered the success of
such individuals.
Goodwill Graduate of the
Year, Greg Brown, 51, of St.
Petersburg, couldn’t find a job
following his substance abuse
treatment several years ago. With
assistance from Goodwill, he
landed a job with the City of St.
Petersburg and is now an operations manager III after three promotions. Presenting sponsor
SunTrust Bank of Tampa Bay
will award a $2,000 scholarship
check to the Goodwill Graduate
of the Year at the awards
luncheon.
Goodwill Achiever of the
Year Nate Denson, 38, of St.
Petersburg made an impressive
transition to a new job with
Pinellas County Schools after
they closed the school where he
had worked for 18 years. A
Goodwill Supported Employment
coach helped him acclimate. With
his earnings, he rented his own
apartment and is now living independently for the first time in his
life. The Goodwill Achiever of

Greg Brown

the Year will receive an $1,800
gift card from TV shopping
network HSN.
The Goodwill Employer of
the Year, Operation PAR, Inc. of
Pinellas Park has changed the
lives of more than 100 Goodwill
clients by hiring them into jobs
ranging from kitchen assistants
to substance abuse counselors.
Last year alone, the nonprofit
organization hired 35 jobseekers through Goodwill
Temporary Staffing, providing
outstanding opportunities and
new hope to people in the midst
of a dismal employment climate.
Operation PAR serves people
impacted by substance abuse and
mental illness.
Goodwill gratefully acknowledges the event’s sponsors:
Presenting Sponsor SunTrust
Bank of Tampa Bay; Gold
Sponsors Wells Fargo Insurance
Services, Inc. and global broker
Willis; Silver Sponsors Anchor
Packaging Co., Bay News 9;
Gregory, Sharer & Stuart; TV

Nate Denson

shopping
network
HSN;
Hawkins Construction, Inc., and
UnitedHealthcare.
Goodwill
IndustriesSuncoast was founded in St.
Petersburg, Fla. in 1954. Its
mission is to help people achieve
their full potential through the
dignity and power of work. The
organization's successful donated
goods retail operation helps
support its human services in 10
counties. Last year, the nonprofit
served more than 60,000 people
through its employment services
for people with all types of
employment barriers, training
centers for people with disabilities, affordable apartment communities, substance abuse
programs and more. Goodwill is
consistently ranked among the
nonprofits most deserving of
support based on the high percentage of revenue funneled to
its programs. For more information,
visit
www.goodwillsuncoast.org

The Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church
3940 18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712 • Rev. Frank W. Peterman, Jr., Pastor

“Shiloh Christian Leadership Conference”
“Edifying the Body of Christ’s”
November 5th, 7:00-9:00 p.m. and November 6th, 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Featuring Four Dynamic Keynote Speakers …

Pastor Jonathan
Dr. Michael
Elder Ayakao
Rev. Nathaniel
Drayton, Teacher Watkins, Pastor Anderson, Apostle Miller, Prophet

Topics to be presented the 5 fold ministries and Spiritual Gifts
Registration $15.00
For more information call Frances Pharham 823-3453 or Cell 510-7166
Continental Breakfast and Lunch will be served
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Unsung Hero: Sonja Felton

BY ASHLEY ROGERS
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS
BUREAU

ST. PETERSBURG - The
plan, Felton said, was to
graduate from Florida A&M
University with a degree in
accounting, move to New York
and live out her dream working
at the once highly sought after
Arthur Andersen accounting
firm.
“It didn’t happen that way,”
said the St. Petersburg native.
Born Jan. 12, 1973 to
Willie and Suzanne Felton of
Jordan Park, Sonja Felton recognized from an early age that
in order to make changes in the
world, she would need to get
involved.
“I think I was a natural
born leader,” said Felton. “I
always wanted to be my own
person.”
As a child, Felton attended
Melrose and Canterbury elementary schools. As a
Canterbury
student
from
second to fifth grade, Felton
said her experience was interesting as the only minority
female in her class. Felton said
the private school student population often thought she was
there on scholarship and
treated her unfairly.
The transition from elementary to middle school was
much easier for Felton because
Bay Point was a neighborhood
school. Fleton was extremely

active during her Lakewood
High School years; she was a
cheerleader, student council
member and joined clubs like
the Spanish Honor Society and
Florida Black Leaders of
America. Reflecting fondly on
her memories of Lakewood,
Felton said the school was
known as “Hollywood High”
where the “prettiest girls and
cutest boys attended.”
Following graduation from
Lakewood, in 1990 Felton was
accepted into Florida A&M
University.
The
self-proclaimed “unfocused student”
spent more time socializing
than going to class resulting in
her dropping out of college
without
completing
her
accounting degree.
“I wish I had done it right
the first time,” said Felton.
She moved back to St.
Petersburg and finished her
associate degree at St.
Petersburg College then transferred to the University of
South Florida in Tampa. She
declared
her
major
in
economics and graduated in
2005. Felton worked in
positions at Eckerd College
until she recently re-evaluated
her career goals. Thanks to a
friend she applied for Director
of Graduate Support at
Academy Prep in Midtown.
“I fell into education by
accident,” she said.
Working with fifth to
eighth grade students, Felton is

able to mentor the youth, collaborate with families to place
students in high schools around
the area and track student
progress through graduation.
Academy
Prep
provides
students with financial aid for
books and uniforms, counseling and preparation for college.
“It is the only program of
its kind in the Pinellas County
area,” Felton said.
Though her path may have
taken her away from living a
life in New York’s fast-paced
business world, Felton is
touching the lives of many
families in her hometown of St.
Petersburg.
“I don’t mind helping
people,” she said.
Raised in a loving
household by her parents and
great-grandmother, Felton and
her sister learned respect,
manners and their place as
children.
“I didn’t really understand
why my parents said and did
the things they did, but it
makes sense now,” Felton said.
“We are better people because
of that.”
Felton wishes for a drug
and crime free St. Petersburg
so that children can play safely
and know the true meaning of
being a child.
“I want kids to be kids and
not worry about grown-up
issues,” Felton said.
Now the owner of her
grandparents’ home, Felton

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Sonja Felton

enjoys the history of St.
Petersburg. She wants to see
the community re-energized
about the future and spirits
lifted for the next generation.
“To me this is one of the
prettiest parts of the city,”
Felton said. “There’s nowhere
else I would want to live in St.
Petersburg.”
Neighborhood News
Bureau (NNB) is a working
newsroom, staffed by USF
St. Petersburg undergraduate
and graduate students. NNB
serves the USF St. Petersburg
campus and the surrounding
community. Please call us at
727-327-2129 to report your
community news, or email
lclevela@mail.usf.edu.

‘Breakfast With The Mayor’ At Midtown

S T. P E T E R S B U R G Join Mayor Bill Foster for
an old-fashioned Southern
breakfast and informal conversation on Wednesday, Oct. 27,
when he stops by Atwater’s
Cafeteria, 895 22nd Ave. S.
‘Breakfast With the Mayor’
begins at 7 a.m., the same time

Atwater’s opens its doors.
Foster has invited residents
to share what’s on their mind
over breakfast while supporting the host restaurant every
fourth Wednesday each month
since taking office in January.
Like ‘Mayor’s Night Out,’
Foster sees the breakfasts as an

opportunity to bring local government into the community
and reach residents who may
not be able to visit City Hall.
Plans are to continue the
breakfast series in 2011,
focusing primarily on locallyowned eateries. Restaurants
who would like to participate

are invited to contact the
Marketing Department at 727893-7465.
For dates and locations of
future ‘Breakfasts With the
Mayor,’ visit the city’s website
at www.stpete.org/Breakfast
WithMayor.

GET

NOTICED
Classified Ads

Work!!
CALL

(727) 896-2922

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Skin care packed with multiple
benefits. Special offers you
don’t want to miss. Free
samples so you can try before
you buy. Free makeovers
and expert tips. Shop at your
convenience with my personal
delivery. No crowds. No parking hassles.
No drain on your gas tank. What better way to get
all your skin care and makeup! Contact me today!
Call Dianne Speights, Independent Sales Director

727-403-0144 or 727-866-6621

Rubin

Matthew 7:24

and Associates Law Firm, P.A.
4399 35th St. No., Suite 3P, St. Petersburg, FL 33701
www.rubinslaw.com / www.churchlaw@seminars.com
Phone: 727-512-8261 • krubin@rubinslaw.com

Senior Attorney
Karmika V. Rubin, Esq.

SILVERLINING BEAUTY CENTER
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Saturday, Oct. 23 - Lawfest Workshop and Community Fair,
from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. Location: St. Petersburg
College Midtown Center, 1048 22nd Street South. Contact
Persons: Momma Tee Lassiter (727) 564-8534 or Dr.
Hildegarde Shirley at (727) 341-7158. Lunch Provided.
Saturday, Oct. 23 - Holy Ghost invades Williams Park, 3rd
Street and 1st Avenue North, St. Petersburg, with salvations,
healings and deliverances. Gospel Invasion Evangelistic
Healing Service with Evangelist Larry Dean Kincaid from 10:00
a.m. to noon. A free will offering will be received. Come
expecting your miracle.
Saturday, Oct. 23 - The next meeting of the Pinellas County
School Board will be at 5 p.m. in the conference hall of the
administration building, 301 Fourth St. SW, Largo. Citizens
may speak about any item on the agenda not involving a
hearing on employee discipline, by registering before the item
is introduced. Presentations from the audience regarding items
not on the agenda may be made at the end of the meeting.

Tuesday, Oct. 26 - “Back in the Groove” This is a free yourself
from arthritis joint pain event at: Enoch Davis Center, 1111 18th
Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705, from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
We will be offering free bone density screenings from 8:3010:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Dr. John Williams, a joint
specialist, will be present between 10:30 -11:30 a.m. and
answer questions. Attendees will receive a goodie bag with
arthritis related items and can participate in a drawing for a free
digital camera. For more information call 727-893-7134.

6

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2010

COMMUNITY NEWS
St. Marks Celebrates 79-Years Of Church, Family And Faith

BY JEANIE BLUE
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG - With
great vision and hope, St. Mark
Missionary Baptist Church
members and ministers have
witnessed many developmental
changes in their church and
community since its inception
79-years ago. They celebrated
these accomplishments this past
week with a culmunation of
week long activities which
ended with a Sunday service
held on Oct. 17.
In 1931 a small group of
believers held a prayer meeting
and decided to start a church.
From this meeting land was
purchased on 11th Street North
and the the church was named.
This happened under the leadership of the Reverend J. S.
Stokes, the churches first pastor.
Then in 1932, the second pastor,
the Reverend James Atkinson,
organized the first Sunday
School and choir. The sanctuary
was constructed with a pool
under the choir stand and indoor
rest rooms. This was a sign of
progress because during the
1930s indoor restrooms, especially in predominately AfricanAmerican neighborhoods, were
not easily accessible. The
sanctuary was dedicated in 1939
under the leadership of the
Reverend S. C. Caldwell. Then
about ten years later, the
Reverend W. J. Glover took over
the leadership. Under Rev.
Glover a new church and fellowship hall was constructed; a
parsonage was added; and a

Rev. Brown

Committee group: L to R - Charlene Cannedy, Harold Wilson, Deborah Washington,
Rita Davis, Min. Anthony Miffin, Bernita Franklin, (kneeling) Edith Boyd.

marquee and the laying of the
Corner Stone was installed. Rev.
Glover experienced an illness
and the Reverend Isaac McNeal
served as interim pastor until in
1989, the Reverend David
Thompson, Jr. was installed as
the fifth leader. It was under
Rev. Thompson that the church
moved to its current location at
1301 37th Street South. The
church was dedicated at its new
location on March 24, 1991. The
current pastor, the Reverend
Brian K. Brown was installed as
the sixth pastor in June 1995.
Under Rev. Brown, the church
as purchased a new church van,
installed a new marquee, built a
facility to house an educational
and community service wing of
the church that is dedicated and

named in honor of the Rev. W. J.
Glover. It is called The Rev. W.
J. Glover Educaton Wing and
houses the Rev. Isaac McNeal
Library and administrative
offices.
"I love being a member of
this church because everyone is
so friendly," says Rita Davis, a
12-year member who also
served on the historical
committee.
According to Davis, the
activities scheduled for their 79year-anniversary were designed
to include the diversity of
different ethnic groups and
attendance has been great. The
week long schedule of activites
included a certain type of food
menu items including Italian
night, Jambalaya and Big

LAWSON FUNERAL HOME
AND CREMATION SERVICES
When someone dies, the most
important decision you will make
is that of selecting a funeral home
that meets your personal needs and
your financial situation.
At Lawson Funeral Home – we offer:
• A courteous and understanding staff
• Comfortable and clean facilities
• A price that is fair to you
• Services that are carried out with
dignity and respect

Momma Soul Food on Sunday.
"If you think about the
Baptist religion, it invites all
races
and
nationalities,"
comittee chairwoman Deborah
Washington
states.
"We're
building our ministry by
opening the doors to all nationality because we want to be
inclusive. We're attempting to
bring about more togetherness in
church by remembering where
we started from to where we are
today. We're a missionary
church and believe in trying to
meet the needs of all community
members, whether they are
members of our church or not.
We don't turn anybody down,"
Washington added.
This philopsophy has been
demonstrated by the service

received by long-term member
Cora Talbert, who is 92-yearsold and been a member since
1957.
"All of my seven children go
to St. Mark," Talbert said. "The
service in the past has been
beautiful and it's even better
now. You grow in Christ and
everyday you grow stronger. I
love this church and I wouldn't
switch to another church for all
the money in the world."
The fututre vision for the
church is to establish a biblebased refuge that provides hope,
help and healing to the citizens
of the Greater Tampa Bay area.
They plan to meet this goal by
using four key elements
including ministering, molding,
mirroring and magnifying.
The current leader, the Rev.
Brian Brown, grew up going to
St. Mark and explains how the
journey has been a joyous one
and how anyone can be a part of
the churches' vision.
"I have been the leader of St.
Mark for the past 15 years and it

CALVARY CATHOLIC
C EMETERY
Burial Spaces Pre-Need $990.00
Cremation Niches $990.00 Complete
Interest Free Financing

Lawson Funeral Home and
Cremation Services
4535 Central Avenue
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711
Phone: (727) 623-9025
Fax: (727) 623-9027
E-mail:lawsonfh@live.com

Where experience and
service counts!

C
OMPANION PLANS
Affordable Final Expense Life Insurance
LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS
At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?
COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:
• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to the
beneficiary.

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

727-572-4355

has been a wonderful experience, especially since this is my
home church and all that I have
known for practically all my
life," Brown states. "We're
expanding our internal ministries with a computer lab and
afternoon tutoring for youth. We
are also collaborating with other
community based organizations
like the AKAs to assist youth
with FCAT training. We're
making the community at large
welcome to be a part of this
growing church, one that is
excited about Jesus, family and
faith," he added.
The historical committee
consisted of the following individuals: Charlene Cannedy,
Harold
Wilson,
Deborah
Washington,
Rita
Davis,
Minister
Anthony
Miffin,
Bernita Franklin, Edith Boyd,
Bridgett Prince, Chaundlyn
Albert, Azure Williams, Cheryl
Holliday,
Kina
Chamblis,
Lynette Guillebeauk and Sandra
Williams.

PLEASE
Support
OUR

5233 118th Ave. N., Clearwater

Advertisers

PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

42 33 15

ALL GOSPEL, ALL THE TIME
Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure, you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs, contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591
Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

CALL
813-405-5520

Cora Talbert

Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713
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ENTERTAINMENT

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

Soul + Jazz: Double
Your Musical Pleasure

This last week was truly
musical to me. I experienced the
pleasure of listening to 2 new
CDs from friends of mine,
whose music is seriously
different, yet the same. I’m
speaking about the Blues and
Jazz, and as you jazz fans know,
the Blues are the roots of Jazz,
so the similarity.
We are truly fortunate living
in St. Petersburg, where we can
listen “live” to the music of the
likes of former Duke Ellington
jazz bassist John Lamb, and
Blues vocalist Al “Coffee”
McDaniel. Both musicians
provided me with their newest
CD, and they both are a “blast.”
For the last several days and
nights, I’ve been riding around
listening to Lamb’s CD with the
title of “Conversations – North
of the Border”, and McDaniel’s
CD properly labeled “Sole
Music.” Both CDs contain
music that one could either
listen to or dance to all night
long.
Lamb’s linear notes explain
the title “Conversations.”
Stating that it means “…keeping
company with.” It goes on to
say “Conversations involve an
exchange – a giving and
receiving.” Going on it declares
“…open-ended and unscripted.
Something is said and you
respond. You say something, I
respond. It involves serious
listening and engagement.”
And, that is exactly what Lamb
captured on his CD. He and five
musician friends in Toronto,
Canada, had conversations with

MEEK

continued from front page

Tina Turner’s “Simply the
best. Better than all the rest”
raised the excitement level and
Meek and Clinton appeared.
Meek affirmed his preparation and commitment to getting
the job done.
Clinton said there is only
one person prepared for the job
and that voters had to decide
which
story
to
believe
reminding them he was always
told “D” was for drive and “R”
stood for reverse.
Clinton said the Republican
story began the moment the new
president took his hand off the
bible, whatever the problem it’s
the government’s fault. They
say the country is in a very big

each other. It is a real treat to
hear Lamb using his upright
bass to converse with his
Canadian friends “North of the
Border.”
Lamb and friends swing on
such tunes as: Sweet Sue, Little
Suede Shoes, Bennie’s Ballad,
Sweet and Lovely, Embraceable
You, Willow Weep For Me,
Blues In The Closet, I Want To
Be Happy, Deep Purple, Sunday
Edition Blues, and Duke’s In
Town. Lamb’s music mates are:
Mark Eisenman, piano, Brian
Barlow, drums, Michael Stuart,
tenor sax, Russ Little (another
personal friend of mine),
trombone, and Scott Alexander,
lending a hand on bass on one of
the tunes. These tunes were all
handled with exact care. The
musicians swing and take turns
creating solo remarks that
sometimes merge into musical
colla bora tio n . Ov eral l ,
“Conversations” is just that and
beautifully explores the comfort
level of good friends communicating on pop and jazz standards
with fresh new jazz interpretations.
At the other end of the
musical portrait there was the
guitar playing, Blues singing Al
“Coffee” McDaniel. McDaniel
is supported musically by topnotch musicians Sam
Schneiders and John “Dash”
Dixon. B oth m u s i ci an s
performed on keyboards and
strings. McDaniel seems to have
outdone himself with the vocals,
guitars, bass, and strike drums.
Here is a CD which will have

hole.
Clinton said Democrats say
“yes we are in a big hole, but at
least we have stop digging.”
“We stopped digging July of
the first year”, said Clinton and
“We are in the gap and people
don’t feel it yet.” He warned
Republicans would put the
country in reverse because they
have done it before.
The example he gave was
“Paygo”, his administration’s
policy of “Pay as you go”
approval process. Clint said the
policy’s primus was “If you
want something new approved,
something has to stop. If not
then you will have to be willing
to tell the American people why
you want to raise their taxes. It
worked.”
“Republicans repealed it”

you dancing from the start of the
first cut, a Ray Charles tune, I’ve
Got A Woman.” It is followed
by an old favorite Papa’s Got A
Brand New Bag, song originally
by James Brown.
M cDan i el s ay s ab o u t
making this CD: “The songs on
this project were chosen in hope
of keeping the legacy alive that
these fabulous artists left with
us. (Ray Charles, Barry White,
Otis Redding, Michael Jackson,
Billy Paul, the Casinos, James
Brown, Buck Finley, and Burt
Bacharah.) This music will be
with us for a very long time. My
desire in this project is to keep
the spirit, passion, integrity, and
the identity, that these phenomenal artists left with us.”
In all of the tunes, McDaniel
has maintained the spirit,
passion, identity, but most of all,
the integrity instilled by the
Masters of Soul. McDaniel is at
his best in voice and song, while
strumming hot up-tempo guitar
licks throughout the CD. It is a
most pleasurable musical
journey through the Land of
Blues, thanks to McDaniel and
friends.
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live
Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any
feedback? I would like to hear
from YOU! Visit my website at:
rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email
me at JazzJamm@aol.com. You
may also mail your letters to Rick
Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o The Weekly
Challenger, 2500 MLKing St., S.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

said Clinton and he asked “How
did they pay for theirs, they
borrowed the money from
China and Japan.”
Clinton warned that a bill
passed that gives students a
legal right to affordable college
loans. This is important because
the US is number one in
enrolling college students but
9th placed in graduating them.
Reason given is when students
realize how huge the loans are,
they drop out. Cutting out the
middle man and giving students
fixed rate loans would reduce
the overall burden.
“You don’t have a choice”,
said Clinton. “Look at the game
films. If you want to pick a
winning team, look at the facts
about what has been done.”

To view schedule
of events visit:
www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com
For additional information
call 727-866-1844 or
email jazzjamm@aol.com

A. Philip Randolph

A. Philip Randolph learned
early in life that there was
dignity in honest labor.
Therefore, when a small group
of sleeping car porters
approached him to help them
organize a union, he accepted.
Sleeping car porters were black
male employees of the Pullman
Company which owned and
operated sleeping cars on
overnight railroad passenger
routes. The sleeping car service
was introduced by George
Pullman in the 1860’s. Pullman
cars were rolling hotel rooms
built in railroad cars. The
service was very popular and
profitable. The porters were
unhappy with the Pullman
Company and wanted Mr.
Randolph to help them
organize a union which would
represent their concerns about
working conditions and wages.
It was the job of the porters to
care for the passenger’s travel
needs,
which
included
handling baggage, making
beds, and keeping the sleeping
cars clean. Pullman porters
shined shoes and performed
other services requested by
passengers for which they were
not paid. The porters felt that
they were treated more like
servants rather than as
employees of the railroad. The
men who worked as porters
were paid wages far below the
wages of other railroad
employees. Porters had to

depend largely upon tips. With
a union, it was felt that
working conditions, wages
and benefits could be greatly
improved. This was the task
Randolph had accepted. Mr.
Randolph knew unions had
been successfully organized
for other workers. White
employees of the railroad had
organized and won wage
increases. Randolph felt it was
possible for a group of black
workers to do the same. In the
summer of 1925, Randolph
and the leaders of the New
York branch of Pullman
porters met to plan the organization. The group named their
new union the Brotherhood of
Sleeping Car Porters. On
August 25, 1925, in Harlem
“the brotherhood” had its first
meeting. At this meeting
Randolph announced that the
new union would work for an
increase in the minimum wage,
a shorter work week, payment
for free services, termination of
the
Plan
of
Employee
Representation, “a company
controlled
union,”
and
company recognition of the
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car
Porters. This meeting marked
the beginning of one of the
most dynamic and successful
organizational efforts for the
rights of workers in America.
Working together, Randolph
and the Pullman porters
designed a campaign which

resulted in the Pullman
Company signing a contract
with them. The campaign
lasted twelve years, from 1925
to 1937. It was a long, tough
campaign, but it was a great
and worthwhile victory. During
this same period (1925 - 1937),
Randolph organized thousands
of black workers, and got them
included under the provisions
of the Railway Labor Act of
1926. Randolph also gained
membership in the American
Federation of Labor for his
union.

8

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2010

CHALLENGER SPORTS
Bucs Examine Shortcomings
After Loss To Saints

Raheem Morris

BY FRED GOODALL

TAMPA (AP) - A handful of
players milled around the Tampa
Bay Buccaneers locker room,
none of them eager to talk about
the team's second lopsided loss in
three games.
The Bucs were dealt another
heavy dose of reality by the New
Orleans Saints, answering any
lingering questions about where a
young, rebuilding team stands five
games into this season.
“The beauty of the NFL,”
second-year Raheem Morris said
later Monday, reflecting on a 31-6
loss to the Super Bowl champions
in a game not nearly as close as the
final score. “We'll get another
chance to go out there Sunday.”
Tampa Bay (3-2) has beaten
Cleveland, Carolina and Cincinnati to
match its win total for last season.
Still, losses to the Saints and
Pittsburgh Steelers by a combined
score of 69-19 serve as a painful
reminder that there's still a huge
gap between the Bucs and some of
the league's better teams.
Leading
rusher
Cadillac
Williams is averaging 2.5 yards

per carry. Even worse, a defense
that allowed the most rushing
yards in the NFL last season has
shown
little
improvement,
slipping to 31st among 32 teams
after giving up 213 yards on the
ground to an offense playing
without Reggie Bush and Pierre
Thomas.
Chris Ivory, a little-known
undrafted free agent out of
Division II Tiffin, averaged 10.5
yards per carry on his way to
gaining 158 yards on 15 attempts.
The Saints entered the game
ranked next to last in rushing,
wondering what it would take to
get something going in support of
Drew Brees.
Ivory, Julius Jones and Ladell
Betts were so effective Sunday
that New Orleans, which scored
on its first three possessions to
build a 17-0 lead, only punted
once.
“Once a team gets up like that,
they just try to run you out of the
stadium. And that's what they
did,'”Bucs defensive end Tim
Crowder said. “That's a good
football team, but my expectations
are higher for us.”
The Bucs used their first two
picks in this year's draft on
defensive tackles Gerald McCoy
and Brian Price, hoping to bolster
the pass rush as well get stronger
against the run.
Although Morris maintains
he's encouraged by the progress of
the rookies, the team so far has
little show for it with a league-low
four sacks and opponents
averaging 157 yards rushing per
game.
“We're not getting great
pressure. We're not doing a good

job of shedding tackles, getting off
blocks and making plays on the
quarterback. That's the thing that's
a little bit frustrating for my guys
up front right now,” Morris said,
adding that the defensive shortcomings can't solely be blamed on
youth and inexperience.
“We've just got to grow up
faster,” the coach said. “We've got
to get better. We've got to play
better.”
McCoy, the third overall pick
in the draft, said after Sunday's
game that he accepts responsibility for the way the defense has
performed against the run lately.
The Steelers rushed for 201
yards in handing the Bucs their
first loss of the season. Two weeks
ago, Cincinnati gained 149 yards
on the ground before throwing two
interceptions in the final three
minutes to help Tampa Bay score
10 points to pull out a 24-21
victory against the Bengals.
“I know I'm young and I'm a
rookie, but I'm one of those guys
who puts it all on my back. ‘Well,
the defense isn't playing well. It's
all my fault.’ That's just how I
feel,” McCoy said. “We play as a
whole defense, but the better I
play, the better the defense is.”
The absence of a running
game is a concern, too.
New Orleans limited Tampa
Bay to 42 yards rushing on 18
attempts. Williams gained 18
yards on 10 carries, an average of
just 1.8 yards per try.
The solution is not as simple
as benching Williams.
Backup Kareem Huggins was
lost for the season to a knee injury
against the Saints. The other
running backs on the roster

UP NEXT FOR THE BUCS:

undrafted rookies LeGarrette
Blount and Kregg Lumpkin were
not in training camp with Tampa
Bay and are still learning the
offense, particularly pass protection responsibilities.
“I'm confident in those two
young men. I'm excited that we
got them. You never know what's
going to happen in this league,”
Morris said.
“But the thing that gets lost
with Cadillac is how well he plays
on third down, how well he's been
out there protecting our quarterback. Our quarterback doesn't get
hit. That's phenomenal.”
Freeman has been sacked nine
times in five games, however the
Saints weren't successful getting
to him even though they blitzed
frequently.
Until someone proves can
handle the same duties, Williams
is likely to remain in the lineup.
Morris scoffed at the suggestion
that maybe he's being too loyal to
the sixth-year pro who's overcome
two
career-threatening
knee
injuries.
“There's no doubt, Cadillac is
an emotional leader on our
football team. He goes out there
and he does a lot of great things as
far as what we ask him to do,”
Morris said.
“But I don't want to say loyalty
clouds your judgment because its
not that,” the coach added. “It's
you know what he's going to give
you. You know what he's going to
bring to you. You know he's going
to protect your quarterback. It's
more about protecting No. 5 than
anything else.”

The Bucs (3-2) will host the St. Louis Rams (3-3) Sunday, Oct. 24th at 1:00 p.m.

Jets Go Into Bye With NFL-Leading 5-1 Mark

Rex Ryan

BY DENNIS WASZAK JR.

FLORHAM PARK, N.J. (AP)
The New York Jets have been outstanding at times, lucky at others
and coming up with victories any
way they can.
After edging the Denver
Broncos in a game they appeared
about to lose, the Jets (5-1) enter
their bye week with a five-game
winning streak and the NFL's top
record.
“Absolutely,” coach Rex Ryan
said Monday, “it's hard to say that
we're not the best team in the
league.”
That's what the numbers say,
as far as wins and losses, but Ryan
recognizes that his team has flaws.
The Jets have won despite a few
subpar performances, but, as Ryan
says, that's the mark of a good
team.
“We made plenty of mistakes,

a ton of mistakes, playing on a
short week and a tough place to
play, yet we never gave up faith,”
Ryan said. “We just thought it was
our day anyway. I think that's the
type of mentality we have.”
If not for a one-point loss to
Baltimore in Week 1, New York
could be talking about an undefeated record right now. Not that
Ryan and the Jets are planning any
parades yet. They know a few
bounces here and there, or a call or
two the other way, and they could
be in the middle of the pack.
“We use these opportunities
and wins such as those as, 'OK, we
came out with a victory, but there
are some things we can do better,”
left tackle D'Brickashaw Ferguson
said. “We're not going to fool
ourselves with just thinking that
because we won, we're where we
need to be. No. Hey, this is an
opportunity to say let's look at
what we can do better, how we can
improve and we weren't penalized
with a loss.”
But the Jets have had to hold
their breath a few times lately.
On Sunday, Mark Sanchez
launched a long pass on fourthand-6 from the Broncos 48 late in
the fourth quarter that tipped off
Santonio Holmes' hands and could
have ended the game. But Renaldo
Hill grabbed Holmes' face mask,
resulting in a penalty that set up
LaDainian Tomlinson's winning
2-yard TD run with 1:13 left.
“All those things happen for a
reason,” Holmes said, “and thank-

fully, the official was right there to
make a great call.”
Dwight Lowery sealed a win
for the second straight week,
recovering a fumbled snap with 35
seconds left in New York's 24-20
victory Sunday six days after
returning an interception by Brett
Favre and ending Minnesota's
chances at a comeback bid.
“You learn from games and
you improve, and as long you do
that, you're going to be fine,” said
Lowery, nicknamed “The Closer”
by his teammates. “We've been
doing that every week. We roll
with the punches a little bit, as
well.”
With so many things going
their way on the field lately, a byeweek break seems like a bit of a
momentum killer.
“When you win five games in
a row, you kind of just wish you
keep playing, to be honest with
you,” Ryan said.
Many of the players said they
aren't thinking about the streak
and how a break could disrupt
that.
“A season can go a million
ways,” cornerback Darrelle Revis
said. “Right now, we're 5-1 and
we're going to try to take this
energy when we get back off the
bye and focus on the last games
we've got for the rest of the
season. We're going to try to win
every game and improve our
record as much as we can.”
There's certainly a bit to work
on. The Jets have hardly been

dominant this season, aside from a
38-14 win at winless Buffalo three
weeks ago. The defense is still
improving and is ranked 14th
overall, while the offense is 17th
and coming off a game in which
Sanchez threw his first two interceptions.
Revis is also trying to return to
his All-Pro form as he recovers
from a strained left hamstring that
sidelined him for two games and
has affected his play in the Jets'
last two games.
He'll stay back and receive
treatment at the Jets' facility while
most of his teammates visit family
and friends during the break.
Revis, the key to the defense,
wants to be completely healthy for
the second half of the season.
“I wish I could just snap my
fingers and it could happen, but
this is a long process right now for
me to get there and I'm working
my butt off, too, to get there,” he
said. “In due time, I will be 100
percent and be ready to go.”
Meanwhile, the Jets will have
a week to reflect on a successful
first six games before they get
back and try to finish the season as
the NFL's best.
“To be 5-1, this is where we
expected to be at as a team,” safety
Jim Leonhard said. “We felt like
we had the talent and the character
to have success and this is where
we feel like we deserve to be. But,
we're not going to get too excited
about it or pat ourselves on the
back too much.”
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STATE NEWS
2-1-1 Tampa Bay Cares, Inc.
Awarded $350,000 Grant
Award Is One Of Five In The Nation
PINELLAS COUNTY–
On Wednesday, October 6,
2010, the U. S. Department of
Health and Human Services
(HHS) awarded 2-1-1 Tampa
Bay Cares, Inc. with a
$350,000 grant for social
services and benefits enrollment coordination in Pinellas
County. The awarding agency
within HHS, the Office of
Community Services (OCS),
announced that 2-1-1 Tampa
Bay Cares, Inc. was one of
five grantees in the nation
receiving one-year grants
totaling $1.7 million.
“On behalf of our Board,
staff and volunteers, we are
honored to receive this very
important grant to expand 2-11 services throughout the
community and to be partnering with 3 outstanding local
organizations – Childs Park Y,
Daystar and the Juvenile
Welfare Board (JWB),” said
Grant Petersen, 2-1-1 Tampa
Bay Cares, Inc., Board
Chairman.
This one year demonstration grant will support two 21-1 access centers located at
the Childs Park YMCA and
Daystar Life Center in St.
Petersburg, Florida.
Both
access centers will be staffed
with 2 Benefit and Social
Services Coordinators that
will help individuals and
families
access
multiple
benefits and services of government entities as well as
local social service programs

such as Florida Kid Care,
Child Support Enforcement,
Food Stamps, Head Start,
Veterans
Services,
Low
Income
Home
Energy
Assistance
(LIHEAP),
Medicaid, Medicare, Safelink
Wireless Florida, Community
Voice Mail, etc.
“2-1-1 is flooded every
day with calls from individuals and families having a
difficult time making ends
meet. Many times they also
face challenges when it comes
to accessing federal, state and
local benefits programs,” said
Micki
Thompson,
2-1-1
Tampa Bay Cares, Inc.
Executive Director. “The
mission of 2-1-1 is to connect
people with local resources
and we are thrilled that this
demonstration project will
enhance our ability to connect
many more individuals and
families to those services!”
“There are many eligible
families who are reluctant to
obtain assistance at social
services
offices
simply
because they may not understand the process,” said
Butler,
acting
Yolanda
director for the Office of
Community Services. “The
release of these funds will
help eliminate some of those
barriers and assist families in
meeting their basic needs.”
“Daystar Life Center is
excited to be a part of this initiative,” said Jane Walker,
Daystar
Life
Center,

Executive Director. “Our
mission is to serve people in
need of emergency basic
needs. This grant will enhance
our ability to directly link
folks to services that can keep
them healthy, safe and secure
in our community.”

“Our intent for the Childs
Park YMCA is to provide
holistic services. To offer a
variety of resources that
would not only provide K-12
after
school
academic
programs, positive and productive
teen
mentoring
programs, but also offer
support for our seniors, single
parents,
and
grandparents…something for
the whole community. I just
can’t stop imagining that this
partnership is one of many
steps toward building a strong
and unified community,” said
Deborah
Figgs-Sanders,
Executive Director of the
Childs Park branch with the
YMCA.
“We were pleased to coordinate with our community
partners on this grant,” said
Welfare
Board
Juvenile
Executive Director D. Gay
Lancaster.
“Given our
perilous economic times, now
more than ever we need to
work with outstanding organizations like 2-1-1 Tampa Bay
Cares, Inc., the Childs Park
YMCA, and Daystar Life
Center to bring resources to
Pinellas County.”

FAMU Alumna Sonia J. Myles
Will Keynote
Homecoming Convocation

TALLAHASSEE – Florida
A&M University (FAMU) will
host its annual Homecoming
Convocation Friday, October 29,
at 10:10 a.m. in Gaither
Gymnasium.
This year’s
keynote speaker is FAMU
alumna Sonia J. Myles, director
of Global Printed Packaging
Purchases for Procter and
Gamble Company (P&G).
Joe Bullard, program director
for Cumulus Tallahassee WHBX
96.1-FM and WHBT Heaven
1410-AM, will serve as the
master of ceremony. The general
public is invited to attend.
In July 2006, Myles accepted
the position of director of Global
Media Purchases. In this role,
she was responsible for leading
the global media purchases
organization and ensuring best in
class strategies are developed,
shared, and applied globally. At
P&G, she has continued her track
record of attaining outstanding
results and using innovative
strategies. She led the launch of
the
Media
Transformation
Initiative for the company in late
2009, and was appointed director
of Global Purchases in early
2010, responsible for leading the
Purchases 2020 Initiative. In
August 2010, Myles was
appointed to her current position
responsible for all fiber and
printed packaging for the
company. She is responsible for
leading a team of 100 people
with a budget of $3 billion.
In 2009, Myles was named
one of Essence Magazine’s 25

Women of Power and was
selected as a Bloomberg “History
Maker.” She also is a recipient of
The Trumpet Awards Foundation
“High Heels Award.” Myles has
media profiles in Businessweek,
Fortune, Profiles in Diversity
Journal and The New York
Times. She has written two
books: “The Sister Accord: 51
Ways to Love Your Sisters” and
“7 Spirit-Filled Strategies for
Raising a Loving Child.” Myles
penned the very popular “The
Sister Accord: The Promise that
will Transform your Life!”
designed to help women
establish more meaningful,
loving relationships with each
other.
Myles is a member of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.,
FAMU
National
Alumni
Association, a charter member of
the Metro Detroit Optimist Club,
National
Black
MBA
Association, and a Board
Member for Impact Young Lives,
an organization that focuses on
assisting outstanding students in
South Africa develop into Global
Leaders. She was most recently
elected as chair for the FAMU
School of Business and Industry
Advisory Board, and Board
Member for Women Helping
Women, in Cincinnati, Ohio that
focuses on helping victims of
domestic violence and rape.
Myles graduated summa
cum laude in 1989 with her
bachelor’s degree in business
administration with a concentration in marketing from FAMU.

Sonia J. Myles

She later received her master’s
degree in business administration
in 1990. During her matriculation at FAMU, she received
numerous honors and awards
including:
Academic
Achievement Award—Highest
GPA Class of 1989; Academic
All-American Student Award;
Academic
All-American
Collegiate Scholarship; National
Dean’s List; Outstanding Young
Women of America; White &
Gold Honor Society; National
Business Merit Award; National
Urban Bankers Award; Dean’s
Scholar; and in 1988 the
Economics Club Award and
Outstanding College Students of
America.
A native of Saginaw, Mich.,
she is married to Kenneth A.
Myles, president and CEO,
KAMJAM Entertainment and
has two sons, Kendall, 14, and
Jordan, 13.
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First Baptist Institutional Church

955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org
Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

912 3rd Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
727-822-2089

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.

Sunday Church School -------------9:10 a.m.

Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service --------------------11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

WMS "The Gathering----1st Thurs. each month 11:45 a.m.

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

"Come for an uplifting spiritual experience
at historic Bethel AME,
the oldest African-American Church in St. Pete."

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

REV. RONALD E. WILLIAMS, SR.,
PASTOR

Matters of the Heart Radio &
Tampa Bay Connecting Point Ministries

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Pre-Thanksgiving Event

(727) 327-8708

www.mattersoftheheartministry.org
Hosted by Princess Denise Wright, Radio Host / TV Personality 1520AM-WXYB

Pre-Thanksgiving Give Away Food Baskets
For Needy Families and Health Fair

Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

10th Street Church Of God

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

Come on and Go with Me, Come on Over to God’s Place!

STEWART ISOM MEMORIAL CME CHURCH
“WHERE GOD IS SIMPLY INCREDIBLE!”
1820 Walton St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone (727} 327-0593
The Church in Worship
Sunday Worship Experience Sunday Mornings @ 11 a.m.
KINGDOM KIDS’ Children’s Church
First through Third Sunday Mornings at 11 a.m.
The Church in Study
Sunday School (for All Ages) Sunday Mornings at 9:30 a.m.
Thursday Night Triumph (Prayer, Praise & Power)
Thursday Evenings at 6:45 p.m.

Come Expecting to be BLESSED!

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Date: Sat., Nov. 13, 2010 • 11 am - 1 pm
Where: Glad Tidings Assembly of God, 4200 17th Ave. N., St. Petersburg
Daycare Provided • Hearty Thanksgiving Delectables will be Served

The Ministry will gladly accept charitable tax-deductible monetary donations and food distributions for this event.
CONTACT Princess Denise at 727-488-8818 or Sheila at 727-563-4379 • Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

Theme: Let’s Give Thanks Unto the Lord Psalm 136:1
Anointed Praise and Worship, Poetry, Musical Selections, Spoken Word and Special Guest Speakers

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

727-258-4993
Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

Friendship

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

vSunday..............7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB ......6:45 a.m.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday ..........................7 p.m. Youth Enrichment

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
B ro. R ober t Sm ith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH DIRECTORY
AD HERE!!
CALL 727-896-2922

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

THE ROCK
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Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Mt. Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church

November 11 is a day we
pause to celebrate in honor of
our Veterans for their patriotism,
love of country and willingness
to serve and sacrifice for the
common good. The Mount
Pilgrim Missionary Baptist
Church, located at 4000 5th
Avenue South, St. Petersburg,

FL, where Clark Hazley, Sr.
serves as pastor, will host a
Veteran’s Day Service on
November 6, 2010 from 7:30
a.m.-3:30 p.m.. This event will
include a car show, food, drinks
and great gospel singing. To
obtain a Car Show registration
form or for additional informa-

tion regarding this event, and
how you and your organization
can play a big role in making the
community aware of our great
heritage, please contact Pastor
Clark Hazley Sr. at
count134@hotmail.com or
Ms. Karla William at
mskarla3@yahoo.com.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach the
lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
“We Are Family.” On
Sunday, Oct. 31, we’ll have only
ONE worship service; 9 a.m.-11
a.m. in our main sanctuary.
Attention Parents! Bring your
child to Mt. Zion’s Oktoberfest
6-9 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 31. It’s
FREE, safe, fun-filled with
games, entertainment, food and
more at Wildwood Recreation
Center, 1000 28th Street South.
FMI: info@mzprogressive.org

Our Music, Performing Arts
& Choirs Ministry (MPAC)
announces a community casting
call for the 2011 production of
“All Hail King Jesus,” “The
Triumphal Entry,” at 4 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 31. Auditions will
take place in our main sanctuary,
955 20th Street South. FMI:
info@mzprogressive.org
Fear, Anger, Attitude & Self
Control is the next topic our
Women’s Ministry discusses as
they continue the study of the
book, “Becoming a Woman of
Free dom.” Al l wo m en are

invited 6:30-8 p.m. Tuesday,
Oct. 26, in our Youth Chapel’s
Fellowship Hall.
Need a mid-day ‘pick-meup?’ Join us for Bible Study
Wednesdays, Noon to 12:30
p.m., in our main sanctuary.
Be sure to tune in to WRXB,
P rai s e 1 5 9 0 AM , 7 : 3 0 a. m .
Saturday mornings to hear
Pastor Murphy share a Word
from the Lord.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church, 955
20th St. S. Phone 727-8944311. www.mzprogressive.org.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church

Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church “God’s House
in the City” under the leadership of Dr Rickey L. Houston
extends an invitation to the
community to join us as we
communicate Gods’ Word.
You are invited to join us at
9:00 a.m. for Sunday School
and at 10:15 a.m. worship
service. Bible Study and Teen
Summit/Children Rising are
held on Wednesday evening,
at 7:00 p.m.
We are committed to a
Christ-centered, Peoplecentered, Team-centered and
Bible-based ministry; with

priorities focused on Love,
Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and
G r o w t h . We c e l e b r a t e i n
worship, we care for one
another, we cultivate the
fullest spiritual life possible
both individually and corporately; and we communicate
God’s truth at every opportunity. Living out these priorities
results in a kaleidoscope of
ministries for all ages and
interests. We also encourage
the community to make use of
our Prayer Line. (727-3219645)
The Youth Ministry invites
the community to join them

for their Annual Harvest Vest.
This event is the Christian
alternative to Halloween.
Enjoy Fun, Food, Fellowship,
Music and Games; Sunday,
Oct. 31, 5:00-8 : 0 0 p . m .
E x p e r i e n c e t h e Dump
Ta n k , M o n s t e r S l i d e ,
N o a h ’s A r k a n d To d d l e r s
Playground. ALL FREE!!
NO COSTUMES PLEASE.
“Working as God’s Chosen
in 2010”
John 15:16, Titus 2:14, I
Peter 2:9
Email:bchurch5@tampaba
y.rr.com.
Website: www.bmmbc.org.

Matters Of The Heart Ministry

Matters of the Heart Radio
and Connecting Point
M i n i s t r y, P r a y e r L e a d e r,
Princess Denise Wright, Team
Captain, Min. Bettie Thomas,
ask you to join in a time of
prayer, praise, worship and fellowship with the Lord, com-

manding the morning so that
the dayspring will know its
place and welcome the
ministry of the Holy Spirit for
breakthru! Call or send prayer
requests to Matters of the
Heart Unity Prayer Line.
Contact numbers are 727-488-

8818 (St. Petersburg) or 813293-3126 (Tampa). Or visit
online at www.matersoftheheartministry.org. Set your
alarms and call in for prayer
weekly Monday, Wednesday
and Friday from 5:30-6:30
a.m.

St. Mark Honors Families of the Year

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

St. Mark Missionary
Celebrates 79th Church
Anniversary. The St. Mark
Missionary Baptist Church, its
pastor, the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and the
entire congregation, invites the
community at large to join us as
we continue in celebration of
our 79th Church Anniversary.
From our small beginnings of a
handful of faithful members, we
have grown and survived
because of the strong foundation
built on God’s unerring word.
The theme for this year’s celebration is: “Blueprint of a
Ch u r ch Built on a Solid

Foundation” (1 Corinthians
3:11).
Oct. 24 - Sunday School
Promotion Day.
Oct. 27-30 - Congress No. 2
hosted by First Baptist of Sun
City, FL at 7:00 p.m.
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m.
All are invited to come out and
join us.
Baptist Training Union is
ea ch Sunday at 5 : 0 0 p . m .
Members and the general public
are invited to come out and
study the Bible with us and learn

“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every
Monday at 6:00 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed to
join us.
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 7:00 p.m.-8:00
p.m. (Bible Study).
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Thursday at
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Thursday evening
at 7:00 p.m.

Herschel Powell and the Family of the Year Committee

Church News due by 4:00 p.m.
on Monday of each week
Norman Britten, Sr. and the Family of the Year Committee

12

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2010

